
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Derek Wilson MBE – President & Conductor Emeritus 
Derek started learning a musical instrument, the tenor horn, at the age of 10 years with a local brass band in his 

home town of South Shields, County Durham. At the age of 20 he joined the Royal Air Force School of Music where 

he learnt the French horn and music theory. On completion of the one year course he joined the No.1 RAF Regional 

Band where he spent four years before leaving to join the RAF Band in Germany as Principal Horn. Three years later 

he returned to RAF Uxbridge HQ Music Services joining the RAF Central Band in 1960 where he remained until 

retirement in 1982. Derek also spent seven years at Amersham Music Centre from 1970 teaching brass instruments 

and forming a junior and senior wind band as conductor. Over the years Derek has played in an opera orchestra in 

Ealing and for many shows and concerts in Middlesex and South Bucks as well as teaching in a number of South 

Bucks schools. In 1977, together with two parents of his pupils, he founded the Chalfont Wind Bands and his hope is 

that CWB will continue to entertain and support charities for many years to come. In 2007 he received an MBE for 

services to music and was awarded the title of ‘Conductor Emeritus’ of CWB in 2010. 

Dwight Pile-Gray BMus (Hons) ATCL –Director of Music 
Dwight began playing the French Horn at age 12, passing his grade 8 within five years. He went on to study for a 

performance degree at the Trinity college of Music, where he received tuition from some of the country's finest horn 

tutors and also studied conducting. During this time Dwight was engaged to play with a professional orchestra in 

Germany and played with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House. He also 

played with a number of Opera companies at home and abroad. Whilst at college Dwight was a member of 

numerous ensembles including a brass quintet, a woodwind quintet and a horn, violin and piano trio. On completion 

of his degree, he joined the Corps of Army Music in 2005 and, after graduating from the Royal Military School of 

Music, took up his post with the Band of the Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers whilst pursuing a 

varied freelance career. Dwight is currently studying for a further diploma in horn performance. He joined the Band 

as Assistant Director of Music in October 2010 and took up his rôle as Director of Music in January 2011 following 

the retirement of Cliff Rowley.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT TONIGHT’S CONCERT? 

We shall appreciate your feedback by completing this form and either putting it in the box as you leave or 
sending your comments by email to enquiries@chalfontwindband.co.uk 
 

‘I found out about the concert from’ (please tick all that apply): 
 Band Member(s) 

 Band Website 

 Poster location………………………………………………………………………. 

 Other please specify…………………………………………………………….. 

If you would like to join our emailing list and receive information about forthcoming events please give 

your Name (please print): …….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Email address: ……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

FOLLOW THE BAND 
 
Saturday 21 May 2011 Parish Day 
 St Joseph’s Church 
 Austenwood Lane, Chalfont St Peter 
 
Saturday 18 June 2011 St Mary’s Church Fête 
 St Mary’s Church 
 Amersham 
 

Contact: 
Mary Cadman (Hon.Secretary): 01494 863352 
Bryan Ogilvie (Chairman): 07810 648702 

Email: enquiries@chalfontwindband.co.uk 

mailto:enquiries@chalfontwindband.co.uk

